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It is a remarkable fact, he told me once, that during the course of his intellectual career
his mind underwent various changes. When he first took up his book in Chinese and
began to read it, he had no idea of what learning is, but he used to read simply because
his grandmother said that he must do so. This I think is true to everybody.
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When he reached his 13th year of age and determined to study, he thought that by
reading the Chinese classics and histories, and by understanding and remembering
what are contained in them, he can easily become a great statesman.
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Even after he left his native town and began English he could not at all see the
essence of acquiring knowledge at the expense of labor and money, and always desired
too high position in the society without considering his capacity and knowledge.
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Besides, while he was in his native town, having been connected by a strong tie of
feudalism, that is [was] the relation between the lords and the subjects, and having
thought that the foreigners, of whom very little was known at least to him, are [were]
more barbarians of unhuman [inhuman] and cruel dispositions, indeed, he said, like a
frog in a well, there was no occasion offered to him to understand the importance of
trade and commerce, nor the necessity to be intelligent in the matters of business,
because he and I think [thought] almost all others at that period of time, fancied that
their rice income is [was] a thing to be perpetual and upon that they can [could] live
without any work but fencing and searching something in the books of [the Chinese
classics and histories.]
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His mind was very much limited to local prejudices and did not really know where
was the Empire of Japan.

oL, HWFNRRERIZE THRLATHT, BARDHENE ZITH 2570 (EARKREBIZEIN TN D7) AU
IEHI> TR o T,



