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He began the course of his Chinese study in his 5tk age under the instruction of one of his relatives,
and continued about 7 years during which he could finish no more than ten thin copies of
Chinese classics.
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He was indeed very idle when he was [a] boy and escaped his grandmother’s watching eye by every
means possible. Sometimes he was so wicked and cunning to say to his grandmother, “Good
grandmother. I now just returned from my teacher’s having received good instruction,” while in
reality he was playing in [on] the street with dogs and lost the proper time to go to instruction.
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Still Edward was an idle boy, and when he [was] 13 years old his grandmother died without much
satisfaction and assurance of her grandson’s future success. Indeed the death of his grandmother
was very great misfortune to Edward; however it so turned out as a fortune in this that
immediately upon her death, he changed his character and determined to be studious and to fulfil
that great anxiety which his grandmother as well as father must have had when they had
departed this world for their unknown dwellings having left their anxious descendant behind. To a
great surprise of all persons, in about two and a half years Edward made wonderful progress, and
read over no less than 500 books of pretty high character and could compose pretty fair
composition, even poetry also.
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