I am prompted to say this by the attitude of hostility here
and there assumed toward the Japanese in this country.
This hostility is sporadic and is limited to a very few places.
Nevertheless, it is most discreditable to us as a people, and
it may be fraught with the gravest consequences to the
nation. The friendship between the United States and
Japan has been continuous since the time, over half a cen-
tury ago, when Commodore Perry, by his expedition to Ja-
pan, first opened the islands to Western civilization. Since
then the growth- of Japan has been literally astounding.
There is not only nothing to parallel it, but nothing to ap-
proach it in the history of civilized mankind. Japan has a
glorious and ancient past. Her civilization is older than
that of the nations of Northern Europe—the nations from
which the people of the United States have chiefly sprung.
But fifty years ago Japan’s development was still that of
the Middle Ages.

During that fifty years the progress of the country in
every walk in life has been a marvel to mankind, and she
now stands as one of the greatest of civilized nations; great
in the arts of war and in the arts of peace; great in mili-
tary, in industrial, in artistic development and achievement.
Japanese soldiers and sailors have shown themselves equal
in combat to any of whom history makes note. She has pro-
duced great generals and mighty admirals; her fighting men,
afloat and ashore, show all the heroic courage, the unques-
tioning, unfaltering loyalty, the splendid indifference to
hardship and death, which marked the Loyal Ronins; and
they show also that they possess the highest ideal of pa-
triotism. Japanese artists of every kind see their products
eagerly sought for in all lands. The industrial and com-
mercial development of Japan has been phenomenal; greater
than that of any other country during the same period. At

unless it is also willing to learn. Throughout Japan Ameri-
cans are well treated, and any failure on the part of
Americans at home to treat the Japanese with a like cour-
tesy and consideration is by just so much a confession of
inferiority in our civilization.

the same time the advance in science and philesophy is no
less marked. The admirable managecment of the Japanese
Red Cross during the late war, the efficiency and humanity
of the Japanese officials, nurses and doctors; won the re-
spectful admiration of all acquainted with the facts.
Through the Red Cross the Japanese people sent over
$100,000 to the sufferers of San Francisco, and the gift
was accepted with gratitude by our people. The courtesy
of the Japanese, nationally and individually, has become
proverbial. To no other country has there been such an in-
creasing number of visitors from this land as to Japan. In
return, Japanese have come here in great-numbers. They
are welcome, socially and intellectually, in all our colleges
and institutions of higher learning, in all our professional
and social bodies. The Japanese have won in a single gen-
eration the right to stand abreast of the foremost and most
enlightened peoples of Europe and America; they have
won on their own merits and by their own exertions the right
to treatment on a basis of full and frank equality. The
overwhelming mass of our people cherish a lively regard
and respect for the people of Japan, and in almost every
quarter of the Union the stranger from Japan is treated
as he deserves; that is, he is treated as the stranger from
any part of civilized Europe is and deserves to be treated.
But here and there a most unworthy feeling has manifested
itself toward the Japanese—the feeling that has been shown
in shutting them out from the common schools in San Fran-
cisco, and in mutterings against them in one or two other
places, because of their efficiency as workers. To shut them
out from the public schools is a wicked absurdity, when
there are no first-class colleges in the land, including the
universities and colleges of California, which do not gladly
welcome Japanese students and on which Japanese students
do not reflect eredit. We have as much to learn from Japan
as Japan has to learn from us; and no nation is fit to teach
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