CHAPTER L.
UNSHEATHING THE SWORD

[A]

In the month of November, A.D. 1698, during
the reign of the Shogun lyetsuna, the president
of the Council of Elders in Yedo, was officially
informed that three commissioners were on
their way from the Imperial Court at Kioto,
and was directed to appoint two officials to
receive them ’in consequence of which he
nominated Lord Morning-field of Ako, and Lord
Tortoise-well, daimio (great lords) of equal rank,
who were instructed to place themselves under
the orders of Kira, Master of Ceremonies to the
Shogun.

This man, not being a dazmio, lacked the true
principles of nobility : was greedy, corrupt, and
insolent in the discharge of his duties, treating
the customary presents brought by the lords
with scorn and addressing them in terms of
undisguised contempt. At first they bore his
behavior with quiet dignity, however, when it
became insufferable, they determined to resent
it and even went the length of resolving to kill
him.

Sir Reedy-plain, the chief councillor of Lord
Tortoise-well, learning of his Lord's annoyance
secretly visited Kira, and bribed him with
offerings which he diplomatically represented
came from his master, and thus averted evil
from their house.

[B] Sir Bigrock, chief councillor of Lord
Morning-field, was less fortunate. When he
heard his chief had been appointed one of the
officials to receive the commissioners he felt
troubled, knowing, as he did, the reputation of
the upstart Kira, besides which, being in
charge of the castle of Ako, in the province of
Harima, distant nearly three hundred miles
from Yedo, he could not leave his post and
personally  propitiate the  Master of
Ceremonies.

After pondering over the matter, he
summoned a samurai (knight or military
gentleman) of the clan, named New-well, to
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whom he said :

" I wish you at once to start for Yedo, on most
important business. Are you ready to go?"

" Yes, sir, yes," was the response. " I am
always at your service, at any moment, day and
night? "

" Very good," said Sir Big-Rock, adding, in a
lower tone, " I have here a letter and some
money that I desire swiftly conveyed to our
lord's councillors, Sir Arrow-stand and Sir
Wisteria-lake. The communication instructs
them to wait privately on Kira, and hand him
the gold, two hundred r7o (dollars), as though it
came from our chief. I have written urging
them, on no account to neglect this duty, as by
so doing they might expose our lord to serious
annoyance ; " then, giving him a smaller
package containing fifteen rio, continued, " This
sum will be sufficient to defray your travelling
I am sure you will not fail speedily
to discharge this important commission."

expenses.

Sir New- well bowed respectfully and after
receiving the letter and money, said :

"I am honored by your selecting me for this
responsible duty ;please accept my thanks. I
will do my utmost in return for your great
favor."

Before the sun had set the faithful samurai
was on his way, and he traveled day and night
until he arrived at his destination.

Unfortunately for Lord Morning-field his
Arrow-stand
Wisteria-lake, were men of little intelligence,

councillors, Sir and Sir
parsimonious in their ideas and stupid in the
Upon receiving Sir
Big-rock's letter they hesitated to carry out his

execution of their duties.

commands, deeming the money would be as
good as thrown into the bay.
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[C]

Therefore, when their chief next presented
himself to Kira he was treated with neglect and
covert disdain, while Lord Tortoise- well was
welcomed with obsequious flattery and
carefully initiated in his duties.

On the morning the commissioners were
expected from Kioto the two lords proceeded to
the castle of Oshiro for the purpose of receiving
their  final Kira, after

complimenting Lord Tortoise-well, turned to

nstructions.

the latter's companion and said :

" Here, my Lord Morning-field, the string of
my sock has become loosened. Tie it for me."

Although the noble's patience was almost
exhausted, he complied with the insolent
command, deeming it an imperative duty to
obey the representative of the Shogun, at the
same time resolving, later on, to seek Kira and
demand satisfaction at his hands.

After awhile the Master of Ceremonies
excused Lord Tortoise-well, who was permitted
to retire to the reception hall. Then, addressing
the other noble more contemptously than
before, he said :

" How exceedingly clumsy you are to-day.
One would think you were a countryman,
ignorant of the manners of Yedo."

At this provocation Lord Morning-field rose,
and, clutching the hilt of his sword, cried :

" Defend yourself, Sir Kira, I will no longer
submit to your unjust treatment."

Instead of bravely drawing his weapon and
facing his challenger, Kira trembled and
endeavored to escape, whereupon the noble
dealt him a blow that, had it not been for the
cap worn by the official, would have cleft his
head in twain. Kira, finding himself wounded,
uttered loud cries, and, pressing his hand to his
forehead, rushed away, hotly pursued by Lord
Morning-field who, as his victim fled, once more
attacked him, but missing his aim, buried his
weapon in a pillar behind which the fugitive
had retreated.
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The incensed noble was following him up
when an officer arrived on the scene, and
advancing behind the daimio, threw his arms
around his waist, thus giving Kira ample time
to escape.

An hour afterward Lord Morning-field was
commanded to retire to his residence and
consider himself under arrest.
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