THE RETURN OF THE EXILES.

" He, who is dutiful to his parents, will be loyal
to his chief. A loyal man cannot fail to be
patrotic [patriotic] ."

The snows of eight winters had fallen upon
the bamboos surrounding the cemetery of the
Spring-hill Temple, where forty-seven tombs
marked the resting places of the loyal men of
Ako.

On the morning of the 4th of February, 1710,
a lady accompanied by two handsome young
men, who carried in their hands bouquets of
flowers, and followed by a servant, entered the
enclosure and proceeded to a tomb which bore
the inscription :

" Zinkuan yoken shinshi"

(" A true samurai, who set an example to all
and who used his sword where it was
required.")

The visitors were the widow and sons of Sir
Cliff- side, and the servant was Original-help,
who had on that day returned from their place
of exile and come to make offerings at the
grave.

After sweeping the tomb, they burnt incense
and repeated prayers, then proceeded to the
temple where they found assembled many
relatives and friends of the dead heroes, who,
like themselves, had, by the accession of a new
Sho-gun, been released from banishment.

When all had thanked the Sojo for the care
he had bestowed upon the graves, they went to
an adjoining apartment where they were
shown the battered armor and weapons of the
forty-seven ronin.

Among the party were the wife and two sons
of Sir Big-rock, the wife and son of Sir Shell, the
family of Sir Common, Miss Quiet, the
betrothed of Sir Cliff-field, Lady Pine-island,
and the loyal contractor, Noble- plain, whose
participation in the conspiracy had caused him
to be banished with the families of the samurai.
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Mrs. Brilliant was not among the number, as
on the day of her husband's death, she had
joined him in paradise.

The wvisitors bowed before the souvenirs,
which they regarded as good Buddhists do the
relics of their saints.

At the hour of the Snake (10 A.M.) the priests
led the way to the chapel of the temple. When

all had taken their places upon the matted floor,

the venerable superior ascended the platform,
and placing his hands upright, palm to palm,
offered prayers, after which he thus addressed
the congregation -

" How can I find words to express the feelings
of my heart. My aged tongue can but
imperfectly speak the praises due to the loyal
men, whose armor and weapons you have just
worshiped ; who suffered so greatly and died
so nobly. Oh, you are the favored ones ;the
gods have indeed been good to you ; you are
the descendants, relatives and friends of
Immortals! Through all ages and changes, the
names and fame of the loyal men, whose bodies
rest beneath yonder tombs, will be remembered
with respect and admiration. Their glorious
deed will shine like a torch at night, and the
They

were dutiful sons, therefore were loyal men !

whole world shall ring with their praise!

They were loyal men, therefore were patriots !

They have set an example which will be
followed forever and ever, and the * day will
surely come when their worth will be
recognized in the highest place (by the Mikado).

*This prophecy has been fulfilled, H. I. M.
Mutsuhito having in the year 1869 bestowed
upon the tomb of Sir Big-rock the high honor of
the Golden leaf, thus recognizing the devotion
of the loyal ronin.

You, their sons, have an inheritance that will
make you envied by all men. It is for you to
follow in the footsteps of your fathers. You,

widows, how glorious is your dower!
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You, friends of the departed heroes, how
priceless your legacies ! 1 salute you all,

favored ones, and welcome you back from exile !

He then briefly reviewed the lives of the forty
seven, pausing frequently to wipe the tears
from his cheeks. His eloquence deeply moved
the listeners, who, from time to time, uttered
pious ejaculations and bathed their sleeves
with the dews of sorrow and joy.

When he had eulogized all the martyrs, he
thus concluded his oration :
" The record of their sufferings, their heroism,
and their loyalty, is engraved upon a golden
tablet, and the friction of time, which
obliterates most things, will only add lustre to
their honorable names."

THE END.
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