CHAPTER XXVI.
SIR SHELL AND HIS FAMILY.

" At the call of duty, the samurai bids farewell
to those who are dear to him.

" Though the face be calm and resolute, the
heart may be surcharged with sorrow."

" My dear husband, are you going to
Original-village to-day ? "
" Yes, my love, it will never do for me to remain

idle. If I were to die suddenly and we had
nothing laid by, how you would suffer."

The speakers were Sir Shell and his wife,
Mrs. Home, who had been married nearly
three years. In the ardor of his wooing he had
not reflected upon the consequences of tying
the thread of love ; however, after their union,

when he had time for reflection, he thought :

" I know I have acted indiscreetly, still what
could I do ? I tenderly love my wife, yet cannot
prove faithless to my lord, and when the time
comes, must tear myself away. The past cannot
be recalled. Home is young and attractive, and
will, I hope, find some one to console her for my
loss."

This comforted him until their son was born,
when he discovered the grievousness of his
mistake and found he had two helpless beings
dependent on him. Thus, while the advent of
the babe was a source of great happiness to the
mother, the sight of the little one filled the
father's heart with pity and sorrow, and he
secretly reproached himself with being the
cause of the misery he knew must soon
overtake them.

H2 6
)V (BEERRERTY) L AROFIE,

HEEOO LT, AT A 1351
Tﬁ@f%ékb_\éi&%%ﬁmi
T | 72 & BRSO CTEEDRN N &
LTh, D5 HIddk LA T ST
DITENH Y FHAL ]

(BEZIA, HRITEH, AFNAT
XEITN?)

Niv, BFEz., PR THAZ &0k, -
LTHY A, FANFLRIEIT Lo
T, ZL T, FaBbik L CENeno
2R BIE, EARICHRENE LA D
D ]

FELRIE oVl oFESTAHATL
77o FLT, HOIHFT 3 FEORISEEL
EoTWE LT, HOREOEZNSPZIT
PIIBDFEIC SN DREREE Z T A
TLID L L, 5 OFEDE, IRICITE
ED-DICHEIRNH-T- L & WITEZE
L7z

(RATRD IS BNATEI L2V H 2 &
ZHISTHET, IZhonb b3, FA
HTHIENTEIEEAI? FAL, #
LS ELEEZELTWDN, FAOFEEICRET
bHZ LT TcxERA, FLT Bk
[ 7 g R A B p Y AN AN AN - b ¢ (El
HIEMWTEERA, BTAITEL THEH
T, LT, TAUTRDETeZ L7203,
FLOBRIZ RO DN E RADT D249, |

WODEFNEENSET, ZOENT
aRDFE Uiz, WAMEORIENODE S
ERELZE X, MIIIEEFELTOND
NS AFAEZFFo TND Z EIZRDD
TELIL, ZOXIIT, P FOHBNRE
ADTZNASUIRIETD S ETHAHITH D)
DOoHT. NENEDODNEIIRDOD 5
ERNALIELA T LE L, £L T,
P EEME D Z2T ICER I 2B RNAR
FEDOFKTHD Z & 2o T, %
INTINENDE LT,




On the morning of the 12th of December,
when Sir Shell was proceeding home from the
Spring-hill Temple, he determined to inform his
wife of their approaching separation. Upon
beholding her, his courage failed, so, after
eating his breakfast, he went out for the day to
watch the residence of Sir Kira.

As he quitted the house, his wife thought to
herself:

" What is the trouble that has come upon my
husband ? He goes out late in the evening and
returns at all hours, and is often moody and
thoughtful. I wonder whether I have done
anything to make him so unhappy? Even the
smiles of our little one have ceased to attract
his attention."

That evening after sunset, Mrs. Home
lighted the charcoal in the fire-bowl, and
seating herself near her work-box, began to sew
upon a garment for her husband. Her babe,
Also-five-boy, was sleeping peacefully on a rug
by her side, with his arms extended and his
head resting on a cushion, near him being his
toys, a mottled dog, a rattle, and a rag doll.
While she was thus employed, Sir Shell entered,
after depositing his sword in the
katana-kake (sword-rack), seated himself by

and

the fire-bowl, and having lighted his pipe, said :
" Dear Home, there is something I have long
desired to tell you."
" What is it ? "
anxiously at him.

she enquired, glancing

He thought for awhile and replied :

" It i1s necessary I should go upon a long
journey. I may have to start very soon."

"My dear husband, I am ready to accompany
you at any moment. Also-five-boy is now old
enough to travel and will not be any trouble.
Really, the news delights me. I hope we are
going to Ako, as I would like to visit your native
place."
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Sir Shell laid down his pipe, and folding his
arms, said in a gentle voice :

" My dear Home, I am not going to Ako. The
journey I am about to make is not a matter of
one or two hundred miles, but a long and
tiresome one, and there are many perils to be
encountered on the road. Indeed, I may never
return alive."

" Still I would prefer to accompany you," she
pleaded.

" That will be impossible," he said. " I have
thought it all over and decided it is best for you
and our son to remain here. Surely you do not
desire to risk his life ? It will be bad enough for
you to part with me. No, no, my dear wife, you
remain here and take care of our boy while I go
to better our fortune."

He then produced a package of money which
Sir Big-rock had given him that afternoon, and
handing it to her, continued :

" This sum will last you for a long time."

The agitated woman burst into tears and
covering her face with her sleeves sobbed
convulsively.

Sir Shell, who felt as though his heart were
torn to pieces, regarded her pityingly without
being able to reply. He realized, for the first
time, the full force of the sacrifice he was about
to make, and as he watched her and their
sleeping babe, scalding tears trickled down his
cheeks and dropped upon his hands.

After awhile the agonized woman made a
great effort and said, as she pointed to the
child :

" My honorable husband, I understand all.
You wish to cast me off. I, who have brought
you nothing but anxiety and misery, I feared
this was coming and have no reproaches to
make ;
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but, even though you do not love me, beg you
will think of our child, and put off your
intention until he is old enough to remember
your face. Oh. bear with me for his sake and do
not let him suffer for my faults ! You tell me
you have to go upon a long journey, that is your
kind pretext for putting me away. Alas, alas,
that we ever met in the restaurant at Asakusa !
Would I had died before that day, then I should
Were

you a cruel husband I might find comfort in

never have known this great sorrow !

your decision, but you have always been most
kind and affectionate. When this child was
born I felt doubly happy in believing he would
be the means of strengthening our love."

She threw herself at his feet, and after
uttering a despairing cry, exclaimed :

" O honorable husband ! I pray you to put
an end to our lives ! I cannot exist without you !

The distracted man bowed his head and was
utterly unable to reply. He suffered untold
agony in the conflict between his love and duty,
and in the prospect of leaving his dear ones for
the journey to the unknown ; and, biting his
lips, felt as though he would have to break his
loyal vow.

The babe awoke and crawling toward his
mother peered up at her face ; then, hearing
her sobs, began to cry piteously, thus adding to
their sorrow.

Sir Shell, no longer able to bear the sight,
hastily arose, and quitting the house, paced the
street, leaving his wife to comfort the babe.
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The hours passed until the distant sound of
the temple bell announced the arrival of
midnight, when Sir Shell crept back to his
home and halting in the porch heard Mrs.
Home singing:

" Nen neko okorori nen neko yo.

Obo san yoiko da nen neko yo ;

Obo san ga nen neko shita ato de,

Yama saka koyete ikimashite,

Aka no omamma ni toto soyete

Oriko na obo san, no mezameni agema sho"

TRANSLATION.

Sleep! Sleep! my good baby, sleep!

While my gentle baby slumbers, I will go over
the mountains and through the valleys and
fetch some redbean rice and fish !

When my clever baby awakens, I will feed
him with the red-bean rice and fish !

I will go over the mountains and through the
valleys!

Sleep ! Sleep ! my good baby, sleep !

The husband listened with heaving breast
and troubled face ; then, as the sad air died
away, quietly entered his
stretched himself upon his bed.

At last the angel of sleep threw his shadow
over the abode of sorrow, and, for a brief space,

dwelling and

caused the inmates to forget their unhappiness.
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