INTRODUCTION

The brilliant display made by Japan at the
International Exhibition at Philadelphia gave
an impetus to the interest already excited
among Western nations concerning Japanese
art, and from that time the subject has
commanded the wonder and admiration of the
world. Indeed, at no distant period, the names
of Hokusai and of the Kano Brothers are
destined, like those of Raphael and Hogarth, to
become household words in every American
and European family.

The literature of a people and their works of
art are signs by which the student is enabled to
learn the degree of civilization and refinement
attained by a nation, and it cannot be denied
that the Japanese, who have achieved so much
in art, possess a literature of no mean order.

Foremost in the ranks of her celebrated
writers are Bakin and Tamenaga, and the
which  has
acknowledged the genius of Hokusai and of the

Western  world, already
Kano Brothers, will not fail to appreciate the
wit and pathos to be found in the writings of
the authors whose names I have quoted.

For many reasons, which I need not here
mention, the works of our writers have been
sealed to American and English readers. It is
true, in " Mitford's Tales of Old Japan,"
something has been related of the social
condition of the people ;but as an example of
Japanese literature, the book possesses little
value. Within the last ten years the pages of
the " Japan Mail " have contained many
articles of great interest ; however, few
persons are aware of the existence of such a
periodical.

Three years ago I determined to translate a
standard Japanese novel, and thus supply a
want I knew was greatly felt by those
Interested in my country.

After some thought I decided to take the "
I-ro-ha Bunko " of Tamenaga ; first, because

he is one of the most popular of our writers ;
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secondly, on account of the romance containing
a wonderful description of Japanese life under
the feudal system, and of an institution, which,
for more than seven hundred years, has
exerted a most powerful influence over the
nation.

Notwithstanding many misrepresentations
and expressions of disgust heaped upon
Roninism, I feel sure those who have written
upon the subject have only seen " one side of
the picture." While I am the last person to
defend lawless acts, I cannot avoid feeling a
certain admiration for the much-despised
institution, believing that it contained the germ
of patriotism.

The author and book having been decided
upon, I, in the summer of 1879, began my task ;
but finding myself unequal to the work, sought
and obtained the assistance of an estimable
lady residing in Boston. Although I had her
hearty and sympathetic cooperation, I failed to
make satisfactory progress and we abandoned
the attempt.

In October, my attention was called to the
Japanese stories of Mr. Edward Greey, of
Manchester, Mass., which greatly delighted me,
they giving most graphic, amusing, and
instructive descriptions of the manners and
customs of my countrymen, and showing the
author's thorough familiarity with our
literature. I wrote to him at once, and our
acquaintance, so interestingly begun, soon
ripened into friendship. I discovered Mr. Greey
had not only lived many years in the East, and
knew Japan from Yezo to Kiusiu, but that he is
also an accomplished Japanese artist. During
the following January, I mentioned to him my
attempt with " I-rocha Bunko," when he
recognized the work and agreed to join me in its

translation. The result is before the reader.
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To those who have assisted Mr. Greey and
myself, I tender my most hearty thanks,
especially to Mr. Gilbert Attwood, of Jamaica
Plain, Mass., who has for many years been a
sincere friend to Japan and the Japanese, and
without whose kind and generous surrender of
his copy of " I-ro-ha Bunko," we would not have
been able to complete this translation. To Mrs.
Edward Greey, who so kindly copied the Mss.
for the printers, I return my best thanks ; also
to Mr. Makoto Fukui, of New York, and Mr. A.
Van Name, Librarian of Yale College, for the
loan of copies of Tamenaga's works ; and to Mr.
John A. Lowell, of Boston, who has done so
much to bring Japanese art before the public,
and who so freely gave us the use of his library
of Japanese books.

I feel especially happy in being able to offer
this trifling tribute of my gratitude to the
American people, with whom I have lived for
the last five years, and in one of whose
institutions of learning I have received the
education of which, I hope, with the help and
guidance of the spirits of my ancestors, I shall
make good use in the service of my sovereign
and country. Wherever I have been I have
received a most kind welcome, and the memory
of the generous hospitality extended to me will
always be retained in my heart.

By the time this work reaches you I shall be
crossing the broad Pacific on my way home, yet
I trust the day is not far distant when I shall
again be among you to study more thoroughly
your noble institutions, which are founded
upon the principles of freedom I so greatly love
and admire. Till then I say Sayonara (farewell).

SHIUICHIRO SAITO.

Manchester-by-the-Sea, Mass.,
July 19, 1880.
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