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To the request of Professor W.E.Griffis from his faithful pupil Edward. Kaisei
Gakko. Tokio Japan. March 1874.
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Nothing affects one’s heart with greater pity and mercy than the life of young
Edward San. He was born in a small town in the province of Yechizen in the
Autumn of 1855.
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His father was a doctor and with that profession served under a small Daimio
having an income of little more than 20.000 Kokus of rice, and residing in the
town where Edward was born.
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The father married a young woman of 15 years old when he was in his thirtieth
year, and the first and only child of this union was Edward San.
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When he was four years old, unfortunately of all, his father died of prevailing
cholera, and as his mother was still very young she married again a rich man in
a country village about 13 English miles from Edward’s native town.
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Thence-forward, for a very long time, poor orphan Edward was under the
protection and care of his old grandmother.
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Although Edward was so unfortunate to lose both his parents at once, he
employed his childhood happily and joyfully, because his relatives were very
numerous and kind to him, especially grandmother to whom he is [was] very
much indebted.
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He began the course of his Chinese study in his 5th age under the instruction of
one of his relatives, and continued about 7 years during which he could finish
no more than ten thin copies of Chinese classics.
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He was indeed very idle when he was [a] boy and escaped his grandmother’s

watching eye by every means possible. Sometimes he was so wicked and cunning

to say to his grandmother, “Good grandmother. I now just returned from my

teacher’s having received good instruction,” while in reality he was playing in
[on] the street with dogs and lost the proper time to go to instruction.
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At the time of the death of Edward’s father the Feudal system was still in its
great power, and it required that no man should inherit either estate, title,
position, or rank of his predecessor unless he was old enough to be able of
bearing arms to do something which will be serviceable to the lord. Therefore
young Edward in his 4th year could not succeed to his father, and his old
grandmother was obliged to adopt a son who could legally succeed to her dead
son, although she was very desirous to make Edward the successor. So she did,
but this adopted son of her, after married and had a son, died of disease together
with his wife, and the result of this transaction was a poor little boy as was
Edward.
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At the death of his predessor [predecessor] Edward was sufficiently old to
succeed, and So he inherited the position and estate of his ancestor. It was,
however, a great fortune amid the misfortunes which young Edward had been
obliged to sustain that he had a good and kind-hearted uncle Omo to whom his
grandmother entrusted the person of Edward and left the management of his
household affairs.
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Still Edward was an idle boy, and when he [was] 13 years old his grandmother
died without much satisfaction and assurance of her grandson’s future success.
Indeed the death of his grandmother was very great misfortune to Edward;
however it so turned out as a fortune in this that immediately upon her death,
he changed his character and determined to be studious and to fulfil that great
anxiety which his grandmother as well as father must have had when they had
departed this world for their unknown dwellings having left their anxious
descendant behind. To a great surprise of all persons, in about two and a half
years Edward made wonderful progress, and read over no less than 500 books of
pretty high character and could compose pretty fair composition, even poetry
also.
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After the death of his grandmother Edward was entirely under the guardianship
of his above mentioned uncle, and in the spring of 1870 he left his native town
and came over to a small town called Numadzu in the province of Suruga to be
educated in European ideas and institutions.
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His first intention was to study French — from what reason unknown— but
because he could not find any French teacher there in the town, he determined
to study English and was able to find a native teacher under whose instruction
he commenced a small book on conversation. Thus young Edward began to
study English in the autumn of 1870 in his 15th year of age.
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During his abode in Numadzu there arose some difficulties between the
samurais of his master and those of another Daimio of a higher rank and of a
greater power, and as the consequence of this his uncle Omo together with 5 or
6 others whose view had been somewhat radical and rather opposed to those
who had been in power at that time was put into custody.
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So poor Edward, while he was out of his native town and distant from all his
relatives, lost his only guardian, and in fact he could not got[get]even his money
for a considerable period of time; and when he was at the point of returning to
his native town to do something which might be favorable to the safety of the
person of his much indebted uncle he was compelled to come to Tokio as a
scholar to Nanko, the name by which Kaisei Gakko was once called.

R RU— R, ITEENTZITOMNMIIE T, OB B b Bl Twn
LN, HOME—DREZE L Ko7, T L THEE, I oW, fozdo
SETO/DIENTERN ST, IDITHED, AENTHIZRE > T, KWIZEFE
EZTTVEORRXOHFOZEDIDIIHESLH>Z L Er>ELTWnWebr H Y
ZORE, BEITFFTICHEKR 1 OPE L LTS FEEMfll s, 2O EIE, Bk
FRBPOTI ) IR TV AT,



The reason why he was sent to the college above named was this that in the
winter of 1869 the feudal system was apparently abolished by the edict of the
Mikado, and instead of the Daimios they were called by the name of Hanchizi,
and then the college was already the prime establishment in the country. It
was requested by the college that each of the Hanchizi shall send one, two, or
three ( according to the amount of their incomes ) choosen [chosen] students to
be educated in one of the three European languages namely English, French,
and German, and Edward was one of the two that were sent from the clan to
which he belonged.
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After about 5 months’ stay he had received a most disagreeable letter of his
uncle’s death in his prison. Edward is, indeed far more indebted to him for his
kind teachings and careful protection than to his father, and he must have been
very sorry when he heard of his dear uncle’s death, and he once told me that
upon the hearing of his death he could not eat his food for about three days, and
ever since by studying hard he desired to do something which be advantageous
to his family as it is too late for the uncle himself.
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After about one year from the commencement of new session, that is [was] after
almost all choosen [chosen] scholars had come, the school became so much
disorder and so corrupt that many students’ principal business was, instead of
his attending to study, to go to Yoshiwara; and some of the students could not at
all see the use of the college unless it be passed through a great revolution and

evils corrected. Therefore about ten students, among whom was Edward, formed

a company and went to Mr. Kido a member of Sangis, and applied for a



reformation. This Mr. Kido understood well and complied, and the college was
once closed and all students without regard to their qualities left the college.
The college was again opened in less than a month with its new system and
reformed regulations, and about 500 students out of those who had been
abandoned numbering to more than 1000, were recalled. Fortunately Edward
was one of those who were recalled, but since he was at that very time in a
hospital on account of some trouble in his heart, he could not attend the college
for about a month, on which expiration he was examined and entered to the
third class. From that time forward he has been in the college and now he is one
of the law students in the same college.
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It is a remarkable fact, he told me once, that during the course of his intellectual
career his mind underwent various changes. When he first took up his book in
Chinese and began to read it, he had no idea of what learning is, but he used to
read simply because his grandmother said that he must do so. This I think is
true to everybody.
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When he reached his 13th year of age and determined to study, he thought that
by reading the Chinese classics and histories, and by understanding and
remembering what are contained in them, he can easily become a great
statesman.
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Even after he left his native town and began English he could not at all see the
essence of acquiring knowledge at the expense of labor and money, and always
desired too high position in the society without considering his capacity and
knowledge.
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But as he advances step by step in his learning and more knowledge he has
acquired more his mind became definite, and began to see his natural talent and
physical acquirement, and above all began to think that to study is nothing more
than to attend one’s duty and to become so intelligent to understand what is
right and what is wrong, to be useful to the society to which he owes his
protection and to be a good citizen of the country.
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Besides, while he was in his native town, having been connected by a strong tie
of feudalism, that is [was] the relation between the lords and the subjects, and
having thought that the foreigners, of whom very little was known at least to
him, are [were] more barbarians of unhuman [inhuman] and cruel dispositions,
indeed, he said, like a frog in a well, there was no occasion offered to him to
understand the importance of trade and commerce, nor the necessity to be
intelligent in the matters of business, because he and I think [thought] almost
all others at that period of time, fancied that their rice income is [was] a thing
to be perpetual and upon that they can [could] live without any work but fencing
and searching something in the books of [the Chinese classics and histories.]
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His mind was very much limited to local prejudices and did not really know
where was the Empire of Japan. But after he left his native town and saw that
there is, besides our own, still another world in which are found many nations
whose policy, government, intelligence, customs and manners are far beyond our

reach, he began to see the importance of nationality or the national union in

order to protect the country from the invasion of our speriors [superiors] and
now he is quite free from his local feelings and_feudal prejudices.

ok, HAFHRFERIZE TERONLTHWT, HARDOFHENEZIZH D0 (&
h&%%ﬁ%#ﬂfwé#)K%K@ﬂofm&ﬂotoL#Lﬁﬁéihtm%

. Fx EE’@IU\’% W, toERR"NH L Z L2 /o, L75“67C0>1ﬁ5'~ (Z
BUR & B & g0tk Ek%%ﬂ%b@ﬁ%ﬁ%iém Té%@%ﬁoﬁ
%< 0)§75§37>5 EERFER LT, #HiITFHk~ @@@%@Efﬂ%ﬁﬁ HEZTD DX
ER (REOTICETHIERMAS) b LFEFWRGPEETHLZLICHERED
o2z, T LTAREIL, MOMGRRRESLEHENRRRL L ITE 72 EKT
H 5,

I use quite because he still has a bit of locality in his mind in so far he feels more

pleased when he encounters with a person of his native town than with any of
other province excepting those whom he calls his friends. Still I think that
until the greater part of the people becomes like Edward there is no safety as to
the independence of Japan; and to affect this end the only resort is to educate
them, for that which made Edward as he is now is nothing but his education.
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At first his intention was to study the art or science by which the country may be
made wealthy and rich; but afterward being persuaded by his relations and
friends he inclined to take his father’s profession. However, after he came into
the world out of a well and saw the importance of the intercourse with foreign
lands, and some times have noticed some defects in our diplomatic agents
thereby resulting many calamities upon the country, he determined to study law
particularly relating to the international communication. By training himself in
that branch of culture he thinks he can do better to the society and for himself
than by trying any of other department of learning.
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